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Amendments to tJie Claims : 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying dem:mds from different 
users for at least one item, the method comprising the steps performed by a data processing 
system of: 

electronically a ggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input 
requests from different users for the item, each request having been received from a different 
user and including user identification information associated with the dj.fferent user, wherein said 
aggregating step aggregates requests from different users for the item and the infonnation for 
each different user is aggregated independent of a commitment by the different users to purchase 
the item; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each cap;ible of supplying 
the item without also providing the different user's user identification information from the 
request; 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a 
proposal for providing the item to the different users; and 

providing the proposed response to each of the different users based cm the user 
identification information associated with each different user, wherein the different users can 
determine whether to commit to purchasing the item. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying demands from different 
users for travel products, the method comprising the steps performed by a data processing system 
of: 

electronically a ggregating infonnation reflecting demand for a set of travel products 
based on input requests from different users, each request having been received from a different 
user and including user identification information, wherein said aggregating step aggregates 
requests from different users for the item and the information for each different user is 
aggregated independent of a commitment by the different users to purchase the item; 

selecting a proposed group travel product based on the aggregated information; and 
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providing information reflecting the proposed group travel product to each of the 
different users based on the user identification information, wherein the different users can 
deteimine whether to commit to purchasing the item, 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of selecting a group of 
travel product based on the aggregated information includes the substeps of: 

providing the aggregated information to a plurality of travel product sirppliers, wherein 
said providing step provides the information independent of a commitment by the different users 
to purchase the travel products; and 

receiving responses from a set of the travel product suppUers, each response including 
information reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each proposed group travel 
product reflects a discoutit for the corresponding travel product that is determined based on the 
aggregated information, and 

wherein the step of providing information reflecting the group travel product to the 
different users based on the user identification information includes the substcp of: 

transmitting travel option information related to at least one of the proposed group travel 
products to a set of different users based on the aggregate information, wherein the different 
users can determine whether to commit to pxjrchasing the travel products. 

4. (Previously Presented) A system for aggregating and satisfying demands from different 
users for at least one item, comprising: 

a processor for executing programs; and 

a memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored program 
including instructions for (i) aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on 
input requests from different users for the item, each request having been received from a 
different user and including user identification information, wherein said aggregating step 
aggregates requests from different users for the item and the information for each different user 
is aggregated independent of a commitment by the different user to purchase the item, (ii) 
providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying the item 
without aiso providing user identification information from the requests, (iii) receiving at least 
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one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a proposal for providing the 
item to the different users, and (iv) providing the proposed response to the different users based 
on the remote user identification information, wherein the different users can cletemiine whether 
to commit to purchasing the item. 

5. (Previously Presented) A system for aggregating and satisfying derttands from different 
users for travel products, comprising; 

a processor for executing programs; and 

memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored program including 
instructions for (i) aggregating information reflecting demand for a set of travel products based 
on input requests from different users, each request having been received from a different user 
and including user identification information, wherem said aggregating step aggregates requests 
from different users for the item and the information for each different user is aggregated 
independent of a commitment by the different user to purchase the travel products, (ii) selecting 
a proposed group travel product based on the aggregated information, and (iii > providing 
information reflecting the proposed group tmvel product to the different users based on the user 
identification information, wherein the different users can determine whether to commit to 
purchasing the travel products. 

6. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 5, wherein selecting a group of travel 
products based on the aggregated infonnation includes (a) providing the aggregated information 
to a plurality of travel product suppliers, wherein said providing step provides the information 
independent of a conmiitment by the different users to purchase the item; and (b) receiving 
responses from a set of the travel product suppliers, each response including infomiation 
reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each proposed group travel product reflects a 
discount for the corresponding travel product that is detennined based on the aggregated 
information, and wherein providing information reflecting the group travel product to the 
different users based on the user identification information includes (a) transmitting travel option 
information related to at least one of the proposed group travel products to a set of different users 
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based on the aggregated information, whereby the different users can detenniTie whether to 
commit to purchasing the travel products. 

7. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisfying demands firom 
different users for at least one item, the method comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for the item, each request having been received from a different user and 
including different user identification information, wherein said aggregating step aggregates 
requests from different users for the item and the infonnatioD for each different user is 
aggregated independent of a commitment by the different user to purchase the item; 

providing aggregated infomiation to a plurality of suppUers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing user identification information from the request; 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a 
proposal for providing the item to the different users; and 

providing the proposed response to the different users based on the ust^r identification 
information, whereby the different users can deteraiine v^iiether to commit to purchasing the 
item. 

8. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisfying demands from 
different users for travel products, the method comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for a set of travel products based on input 
requests &om different users, each request having been received from a different user and 
including user identification information, v^dicrein said providing step provides the ioformation 
independent of a commitment by the users to purchase the travel products; 

selecting a proposed group travel product based on the aggregated information; and 
providing uifoTmafion reflecting the proposed group travel product to the different users 
based on the user identification information, whereby the different users can <ietermiiie whether 
to commit to purchasing the travel products. 
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9, (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 8, wherein selecting a 
group of travel products based on the aggregated inforaiation includes: 

providing the aggregated information to a plurality of travel product siippliers, wherein 
said providing step provides the information independent of a commitment by the different users 
to purchase the travel products; and 

receiving responses from a set of the travel product suppliers^ each response including 
information reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each proposed group travel 
product reflects a discount for the corresponding travel product that is determined based on the 
aggregated information, and 

wherein the step of providing information reflecting the group travel product to the 
different users based on the user identification information mcludes: 

transmitting travel option information related to at least one of the proposed group travel 
products to a set of different users based on the aggregated information, whereby the different 
users can determine whether to commit to purchasing the travel products. 

Claims 10-22 (CanceUed) 

23. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein 
said aggregating step aggregates a plurality of items that collectively form a set of travel 
products, 

said providing aggregated information provides aggregated informatioa to a plurality of 
suppliers, wherein each supplier is at least capable of supplying at least one ol'the items in the 
set of travel products, 

said receiving receives proposed responses from at least one supplier lor each item in the 
set of travel products, and 

said providing the proposed response gathers the proposed responses into at least one 
proposed set of travel products and provides information reflecting the proposed set of travel 
products to the different users. 
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24. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 23, wherein a first supplier has a 
first discount on a first item in the set of travel products and a second supplier has a second 
discount on a second item in the set of travel products, and wherein said providing the proposed 
response selects the items respectively fi-om said first and second supplier and provides 
information reflecting the first and second discounts to the different users. 

25. (Previously Presented) A system according to Claim 4, wherein 

said aggregating infonnalion instruction aggregates a plurality of items that collectively 
form a set of travel products, 

said providing aggregated information instruction provides aggregated information to a 
plurality of suppliers, wherein each supplier is at least capable of sxipplying at least one of the 
items in the set of travel products, 

said receiving instruction receives proposed responses fiom at least one supplier for each 
item in the set of travel products, and 

said providing the proposed response instruction gathers the proposed responses into a 
proposed at least one set of travel products and provides information reflecting the proposed set 
of travel products to the different users. 

26. (Previously Presented) A system according to Claim 25, wherein a first supplier has a 
first discount on a first item hi the set of travel products and a second suppUcr has a second 
discount on a second item in the set of travel products, and wherein said providing the proposed 
response instruction selects the items respectively &om said first and second supplier and 
provides information reflecting the first and second discounts to the different users. 

27. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to Claim 7, 
wherein said aggregating information aggregates a plurality of items that collectively form a set 

of travel products, 

said providing aggregated information provides aggregated information to a plurality of 
suppliers, wherein each supplier is at least capable of supplying at least one of the items in the 
set of travel products, 
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said receiving receives proposed responses from at least one supplier for each item in the 
set of travel products, and 

said providing the proposed response gathers the proposed responses into at least one 
proposed set of travel products and provides information reflecting the proposed set of travel 
products to the different users. 

28. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to Claim 27, wherein 
a first supplier has a first discount on a first item in the set of travel products and a second 
supplier has a second discount on a second item in the set of travel products, imd wherein said 
providing the proposed response selects the items respectively from said first and second 
supplier and provides information reflecting the first and second discounts to the different users. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying demands from 
different users for at least one item, the method comprising the steps perfbrraud by a data 

processing system of: 

electronically a ggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input 
requests from different users for the item, each request having been received from a different 
user and including user identification infonnation associated with the different user; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capiible of supplying 
the item without also providing user identification information from the request; 

receiving at least two proposed responses from one or more of the suppliers, vrfiere each 
response includes a proposal for providing the item to the different users; and 

providing the at least two proposed responses to the different users based on the user 
identification information, to thereby allow the different users to evaluate the at least two 
proposed responses. 

30. (Previously Presented) A system for aggregating and satisfying demands from 
different iisers for at least one item, comprising: 

a processor for executing programs; and 
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a memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored program 
including instructions for (i) aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on 
input requests from different users for the item, each request having been received from a 
different user and including user identification information, (ii) providing aggregated 
information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying the item witliout also providing 
user identification information from the requests, (iii) receiving at least two proposed responses 
from one or more of the suppliers, including a proposal for providing the item to the different 
users, and (iv) providing the at least two proposed responses to the different users based on the 
user identification uiformation, to thereby allow the different users to evaluate the at least two 
proposed responses, 

31. (Previoxisly Presented) A computer readable medium containing instracdons for 
controlling a computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisi ying demands from 
different users for at least one item, the method comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for the item, each request having been received from a different user and 
including user identification infomiation associated with the different user; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing user identification infomiation from the request; 

receiving at least two proposed responses from one or more of the suppliers, wiiere each 
response includes a proposal for providing the item to the different users; and 

providing the at least two proposed responses to the different users based on the user 
identification information, to thereby allow the different users to evaluate the at least two 
proposed responses. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying demands from 
different users for at least one item, the method comprising the steps performed by a data 
processing system of: 
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elegtronically aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input 
requests from different users for the item, each request having been received from a different 
user and including user identification information; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing user identification information from the request, wherein said 
providing step provides the aggregated information to the suppliers independent of any 
predetermined maximum price for the items; 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a 
proposal for providing ihe item to the different users, wherein a proposed price for the items is 
set by the supplier and independent of any predetermined maximum price; and 

providing the proposed response to the different users based on the user identification 
information, wherein the different users can determine whether to coihmit to purchasing the item 
based at least on the price set by the supplier. 

33, (Previously Presented) A system for aggregating and satisfying demands from 
different users for at least one item, comiJiistng: 
a processor for executing programs; and 

a memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored program 
including instructions for (i) aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on 
input requests from different users for the item, each request having been received from a 
different user and including user identification information associated with the different user, (ii) 
providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying the item 
without also providing user identification information from the requests, wherein said providing 
step provides the aggregated infomiation to the suppliers independent of any predetermined 
maximum price for the items, (iii) receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of 
the suppliers, including a proposal for providing the item to the different users, wherein a 
proposed price for the items is set by the supplier and independent of any predetermined 
maximum price, and (iv) providing the proposed response to the different users based on the user 
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identification information, wherein the different users can determine whether lo commit to 
purchasing the item based at least on the price set by the supplier. 

34. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisfj ing demands firom 
different users for at least one Hem, the method comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for the item, each request havmg been received from a different user and 
includijig user identification information associated with the different user; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing user identification information from the request, wherein said 
providing step provides the aggregated inforaiation to the suppliers independent of any 
predetermined maximum price for the items; 

receiving at least one proposed response fl^m at least one of the siq>pli.ers, including a 
proposal for providing the item to the different user, wherein a proposed price for the items is set 
by the supplier and independent of any predetennined maximum price; and 
providing the proposed response to the different users based on die user identification 
information, wherein the different users can determine whetiier to commit to purchasing the item 
based at least on the price set by the supplier. 
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